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Preliminary version of the commit- that work on the REA line, tying in > apa ee ee 
4, . ee tae 7 und > on eee ered February 3, with company chairman 
y tee’s conclusions came from Representa- Possum Kingdom hydro plant with William McClellan and newly elected 
tive Charles I. Faddis, Pennsylvania REA distribution co-ops, was not 40 President J. Wesley McAfee officiat- 
“4 Democrat and chairman of the group, at percent done on, December _ 5. John ing at dedication ceremonies (see front 
—~ the conclusion of two days of hearings. Lord O’Brien, chief counsel for WPB, camui'. 
: Faddis condemned construction by an told the committee the charges that A second 40,000-kw. unit will go 
| REA “Holding Company Co-operative REA is violating SPAB policy were on the line shortly, probably about 
" of a high-capacity line from Pensacola being considered by that agency. April 1. The two will operate as tan- 
me Dam to the Arkansas aluminum plant, dem-compound condensing steam tur- 
and another REA “Holding Company Arkansas Line bine units at 3.600 r.p.m.. 850 psi. and 
Co-op’s construction of a transmission 900 des. F. 
line in Texas. The Arkansas line, modified to re- A secend eactien: scledied 46 te 
. . quire integration for peaking purposes — yeady for use in December, 1942, will 
Duplicate Lines of Pensacola dam with a utility power rouse an 80.000-kw. generator. The 
The latter line, Faddis charged. du- pool. has been granted an A-l-a priority third section of the plant is expected 
plicates utility facilities and is being by WPB. J. A. Krug, chief of the to be ready to operate in December, 
built in violation of the policy of the WPB Power Branch, testified before the 1943. and is to contain an 80.000-kw. 
ed old Supply Priorities and Allocations Committee that the line contemplates unit. Total plant capacity of 240,000 
ht Board calling for a truce in public- _ of the public power and REA line kw. represents an increase of 40 per- 
d Private power problems for the dura- Phas accordance with the private facilities cent over system capacity as of Feb- 
: tion. Faddis pointed out the Arkansas =! the area so we would get the maxi- ruary 1, 1942. 
: 
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Socialized Power, Wasted 


Material Charged to REA 


House military affairs subcommittee to report duplicating lines built 


in violation of SPAB policy — REA faces investi- 


gation on “shocking waste” 


In sharply critical and pointed lan- 
guage, a house military affairs subcom- 
mittee this week was waiting a report 
accusing Rural Electrification Adminis- 
tration of wasting strategic materials to 
advance socialized public power. 


line was officially opposed by both the 
Arkansas State Commission and_ the 
Army-Navy Munitions Board and _ as- 
serted the utility pool could have served 
the projected aluminum plant. 
Testimony at the hearing disclosed 
that the War Production Board is in- 
Vestigating war department charges that 
REA’s Texas construction violates the 
SPAB policy, which declared that no 
duplicating lines were to be built dur- 
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ing the war nor was REA to complete 
any project not 40 percent finished as 
of last December 5. 

Lieut.-Col. John C. Damon of the 
Under Secretary of War’s Office. submit- 
ted a report to the committee showing 


mum power supply.” He said the line 
would yield 20,000 kw. more energy for 
125 tons more copper than an alterna- 
tive all-utility route. 

Investigation Looms 
Another witness before the Faddis 
committee was Representative Thomas 
D. Winter. Kansas Republican, who re- 
peated charges he made on the house 
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floor several weeks ago that REA is 
guilty of “shocking waste” and “hoard- 
ing” of copper in Texas. Winter has a 
resolution pending before the 
rules committee asking an investigation 
of REA by a special committee. 


house 


First 40,000 kw. Unit 
on Line at Venice 


The first unit, a 40.000-kw. Allis- 
Chalmers turbo-generator, of the new 
Venice No, 2 plant of Union Electric 


President McAfee said the plant was 
dedicated to the winning of the war 
and to long years of service to the citi- 
zens of St. Louis when peace prevails. 
The present plant expansion would 
normally be accomplished in five or six 
years, but, Mr. McAfee pointed out, 
due to the needs of war industries in 
the company territory, the plant ex- 
pansion would be completed in one-half 
the normal time. 












THE WEEK’S NEWS BRIEFS 


J. E. Davipson, president of the 
Nebraska Power Co., is celebrating 25 
years’ service with the company. At in- 
formal ceremonies in Mr. Davidson’s 
office, Roy Page, vice-president and 
general manager, presented to him a 
ruby-studded 25-year service pin. 


SHIELDED TRAFFIC LIGHTS are getting 
a test in New York City. A 3-in. cross, 
with slits 44 in. wide, is cut in a metal 
shield (cost, 19 cents each) placed over 
the lens. Care has been taken to place 
the cross above the horizontal diameter 
of the convex lens. as this prevents 
reflections of the colored traffic lights 
on wet pavements. 


BLACKOUT LIGHTING PRACTICE is the 
name of a single sheet recently issued 
by G.E. lighting division at Schenectady 
to provide information on methods and 
devices for blacking out outdoor light- 
ing and for blackout street-lighting 
systems. 


GEARED TO WAR EMERGENCY are its 
industrial sales representatives, Du- 
quesne Light declares in its first 1942 
broadside to industrial customers. This 
four-page leaflet in color, conceived by 
Vice-President Joseph McKinley, and 
one of the best industrial sales tools 
to come across our desk, is attuned to 
the needs of the large power custom- 
ers and tells specifically just how the 
power sales crowd is prepared to help 
the customers. 


How TO USE, CARE FOR AND BUY elec- 
tric home appliances is the subject of 
a 32-page booklet just issued by West- 
inghouse Merchandising Division at 
Mansfield. Ohio. Frank R. Kohnstamm 
says the book has been specially pre- 
pared for teachers of household man- 
agement and should be of value to all 
utility companies believing “a Healthy 
America is a Strong America.” 


BLACKOUT STREET LIGHTS are re- 
ported by General Electric Co., rated 
at 1 cp., according to company engineer 
John E. Bock. First impression, he 
says, is that the light produces no 
illumination, but when the eye is ad- 
justed to darkness objects 30 to 40 
feet distant may be distinguished. 


CHAIRMAN Fioyp L. Cartisie of 
Consolidated Edison urges employees 
to buy Defense Bonds to reduce the 
amount of other types of bonds which 
the government sells to banks. Excessive 
amounts borrowed by our government 
directly from the banks can only pro- 
duce inflation, Mr. Carlisle points out, 
disastrous to our whole American way 


of life. 
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“PEARL HARBOR PANIC” is gradually 
passing from the sales ranks of some 
of the public utility companies. One 
of the largest appliances manufactur- 
ers is readying a campaign—in prepa- 
ration since last fall—to break in 
March, just when the annual sales con- 
ference is scheduled to take place at 
Chicago. 


BETTER UTILIZATION OF SALVAGED 
CABLE is one result expected from the 
newly completed ultra-modern cable 
test laboratory at Cincinnati Gas & 
Electric’s old Plum Street station. The 
new lab was built by Rowland Kleine, 
Carline Hunter and Richard Kolks of 
the U. G. department, installed under 
supervision of Supt. Elmer Nuezel. 


PHILADELPHIA ELECTRIC BEGINS this 
week a newspaper campaign headed 
“How Does She Do It?” In one ad Miss 
Clara Zillessen describes the helpful- 
ness to the housewife of nineteen elec- 
trical domestic appliances. 


THe Vicrory Procram of the Edi- 
son Electric Institute in a reorganiza- 
tion of all sales committees. New com- 
mittees will be: (1) Lighting, (2) 
Home Service, (3) Dealer, (4) Farm 
Utilization, (5) Electric Water Heat- 
ing, (6) Appliance Maintenance, (7) 
Wiring, (8) Industrial Power and Heat- 
ing, (9) Post-war Planning. Note the 
heavy accent on residential business, 
the greatest single source of utility 
revenue. 


SALVAGE MAY SPELL THE DIFFERENCE 
between winning and losing the war, 
Philadelphia Electric, and _ its 
well-organized salvage plan now in- 
cludes reclaimed wire, crossarms, in- 
sulators, tie lines, copper, zinc, brass 
shavings, metal turnings, lead-covered 
cable, waste paper, meters, rope, lead, 
tin, nails, circuit breakers, transform- 
ers and leads, fuses, relays, regulators. 
light standards, etc. Company 
salvage boss is J. Earl Rich. 


says 


street 


McGrecor Smitu, president of 
Florida Power & Light Co. and head of 
Florida’s defense council, announces 
that plans have been completed whereby 
all of the major companies in the state 
will merge their resources in case of 


emergency. 


Post-WAR PLANNING for industries 
will begin at the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology in June under Prof. 
W. Rupert Maclaurin, with fellowships 
eligible to engineering graduates and 
others who will do research in connec- 
tion with employment, shifts to peace- 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e 


time production, and long-range meas- 
ures to ease the transition from a war 
economy to normal working programs. 
Possibilities of expanding the standard 
of living and_ reorienting research 
facilities will be studied at length. 


Sickler New Chief 
of Power Priorities 


Barclay J. Sickler, chief of the Bonne- 
ville Power Administration rates and 
statistics section, has been appointed 
chief of the priorities section of the 
Power Branch by J. A. Krug. 

Sickler was a part-time consultant for 
the Power Branch last year. He is being 
loaned by Bonneville for full-time serv- 
ice in his new capacity. Prior to his 
connection with Bonneville, Sickler, a 
graduate of the University of Washing- 
ton and Northwestern University, has 
been connected with the United Public 
Service Co. of Chicago and the Wiscon- 
sin Public Service Commission. 

The priorities post has been techi- 
cally vacant since the departure of E. 
W. Morehouse, who took it on a one- 
month basis last fall. Walker Cisler has 
been acting chief, in addition to his 
other duties, which include turbine al- 
locations, etc. It is understood that the 
various priorities specialists now han- 
dling different phases of utility priorities 
will continue their present assignments. 


WPB Stops Hurley 
Washer Production 


Complete suspension of production 
and sale of electric washing and ironing 
machines by the Hurley Machine Divi- 
of Electric Household Utilities 
Corp., Chicago, Ill., was ordered this 
week by the Director of Industry Oper- 
ations as a penalty for violation of pri- 
ority orders by the same company, ac- 
cording to a WPB release. 

Under Limitations Orders L-6 and 
L-6-a. the quota for the Hurley Machine 
Division was 44,376 electric washing 
machines and electric ironers during 
the months of September, October, No- 
vember and December, 1941. With full 
knowledge of this restriction, the com- 
pany nevertheless produced 76.770 
washing machines and ironers in that 
period in direct violation of the order, it 
was stated. 

Suspension Order S-11 issued against 
the Hurley Machine Division of Electric 
Household Utilities Corp. prohibits the 
company until August 1, 1942, from 
processing, assembling or producing 
electric washing machines, electric iron 
ing machines or parts for either unless 
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specifically authorized by the Director 
of Industry Operations. 

The company is also forbidden to ac- 
cept deliveries of parts for electric 
washing or ironing machines and, unless 
specifically authorized, may not transfer 
er deliver electric washing or ironing 
machines or parts for them while the 
suspension order remains in effect. 


Massena Line Gets 
State Right-of-Way 


Under protest, the Republican-con- 
trolled Senate and Assembly of New 
York State passed this week a State 
Conservation Department bill reputedly 
drafted on the advice of Washington 
officials, which among other things 
would permit the government to cross 
certain state lands in the construction 
of a power line from New York City to 
Massena, N. Y.. to supply power to the 
aluminum plant under construction at 
Massena. 

Protests against the bill were based 
on fears that the bill was drawn to con- 
ceal its real purpose, reportedly to cloak 
the first link of an 8.000-mile transmis- 
sion system connecting the proposed St. 
Lawrence power project with the New 
Jersey-Pennsylvania Power Pool and the 
Tennessee Valley system. 

The line has attracted engineers’ at- 
tention due to its strange history. Origi- 
nally, Consolidated Edison offered to 
construct one short link which would 
make its reserve power available to sys- 
tems serving the mid-state and Massena 
areas, 

But suddenly several Washington 
bureaus entered the picture and an en- 
tirely new line became necessary, to be 
built by the government. Next, the 
President set aside $30,000,000 of Army 
funds for “surveys.” but instead these 
funds are reported to have been diverted 
for construction of the Taylorsville- 
Massena section. and in fact certain con- 
tracts were let February 8. 


Minnesota Power Cited 


Federal Power Commission has di- 
rected the Minnesota Power & Light 
Co. to show cause on or before March 
15 why it should not adjust its ac- 
counts in conformity with the recom- 
mendations of the commission’s staff, 
why it should not dispose, or submit 
plans for the disposal, of amounts ag- 
stegating $31,506,415 in accordance 
with the requirements of the commis- 
sion’s Uniform System of Accounts, 
and why it should not submit a proper 


reclassification of amounts _ totalling 
$44,560,473. 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e 


February 14, 


Philadelphia Utility Takes 
First Blackout in Stride 


Load declines 218 megawatts in 20 minutes and recovers 177 in fif- 
teen without any disturbance of frequency or voltage — Conditions 
not essentially different from usual noon valley in load curve 


Load dropped at the rate of 25.2 
megawatts per minute and it came 
back on at the rate of:29.2 megawatts 
per minute during the maximum five- 
minute periods of load decline and 
recovery on the system of the Phila- 
delphia Electric Co. on February 3, 
when a test blackout was staged in 
Philadelphia and surrounding terri- 
tory. The total area included in the 
test was about 3,500 square miles, in 
which 97.3 percent, 1,51] square miles, 
of the service area of the Philadelphia 
utility was contained. Defense plants 
in the area did not participate in the 
test, as they were exempted by special 
instruction, 


Planned Coordination 


The. success of the test, stated by 
Mayor Bernard Samuel to have been 
“99.5 percent perfect” in Philadelphia, 
resulted from rigorously close coordi- 
nation of planning and execution be- 
tween civilian defense authorities and 
the electric utility. In the Philadelphia 
area alone the power company equipped 
some 260 © street-lighting circuits, 
served from constant-current trans- 
formers on poles, with manually op- 
erated switches by-passing the time 


clocks so that air raid wardens could 
put out the lights. 

Although the blackout was scheduled 
to start at 10:30 p.m., load on the 
power system began to drop from nor- 
mal at 7:45. The end of the drop came 
at 10.35. Load recovery began at 10.45, 
the end of the announced blackout 
period, and by 11:15 apparent recovery 
ceased. The proportion of drop for the 
affected area was 42.4 percent and the 
recovery was 95 percent, thus a sus- 
tained drop of 5 percent. In mega- 
watts the drop was 289 and the recovery 
237. The rates of load decline and 
recovery for five-minute periods from 
10:15 to 11:00 p.m. were: 


Decline 
10:15 — 10:20 47 mw 9.4 mw/min. 
10:20 — 10:25 25 mw 5.0 mw/min. 
10:25 — 10:30 126 mw 25.2 mw/min. 
10:30 — 10:35 20 mw 4.0 mw/min. 
Recovery 
10.45 — 10:50 144 mw 29.2 mw/min. 
10:50 — 10:55 8 mw 1.6 mw/min. 
10:55 — 11:00 23 mw 4.6 mw/min. 


No untoward happenings occurred 
on the power company system. Ma- 
chine governors and other equipment 
regulators and combustion controls 
functioned perfectly to hold the sys- 
tem stable and to maintain voltage 
through the rapid load 
changes. Since the 
blackout was a prear- 
ranged test, there was 
plenty of time for prep- 





_ 








Typical evening ' 


| ——— Evening of test “blackout” 


| | arations to be made 
| for effective control of 
the electricity system. 
However, _ practically 
the same preparations 
are made every work- 
ing day to meet the 
noontime fall and rise 
of load with which all 
operators of industrial 








area electric systems 
are familiar. Therefore 
it is not felt in Phila- 
delphia that system 
control during black- 











COMPARISON OF 15-minute integrated loads on Phila- 
delphia Electric Co. system between typical evening and 
evening of test blackout, February 3, 1942 


1942 


out presents any par- 
ticularly difficult prob- 
lems that cannot be 
met by an adequately 
equipped system man- 
ned by competent and 
alert personnel. 
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GAS-FILLED CABLE—P. J. Savage, 


120-kv. gas pressure cable between Delray and Warren stations. 


Detroit Edison vice-president, 


closes circuit of 
It is first of its kind 


in the country 


Gas-Pressure Cable 
for Detroit Edison 


First high-voltage cable line in this 
country to use nitrogen gas at high 
pressure as a protection against ex- 
pansion was placed in operation by 
Detroit Edison Co. recently. Sole cable 
on the Detroit system 
120,000 volts, the new 
power 


operating at 
line transmits 
miles between Delray 
power plant and Warren station. 
The three-conductor cable, 21% in. 
in diameter, is in a 6'%-in. diameter 
pipe welded to form a_ continuous 
chamber filled with nitrogen at 200 
lb. per sq.in. pressure. The gas _pro- 
vides, in effect, a cushion for expansion 
of the cable insulation under load. 
High-voltage cables are not new. 
Utilities in New York and Chicago 
have had 132-kv. cables in operation 
since 1927 and one cable line in Paris, 
installed in 1936, had been operating 
at 220 kv. when last reported. How- 
ever, the Detroit line may be regarded 
as a pioneer installation since it com- 
bines features not existing together 
on other high-voltage cable lines. 
The Detroit Edison line is designed 
to provide manholes for the installa- 
tion of the cable at about 1,400 ft. 
intervals, thus dividing the line into 
about four per mile. Stop 
joints or barriers to prevent escape of 
gas in case of a bad leak have been 
provided at six points on the line. 
Conductor of the cable is approxi- 
mately 0.9 in. in diameter with *¢-in. 
impregnated paper insulation. Conven- 
tional ground shielding and mechanical 
protection for pulling is applied over 
the insulation. 


seven 


sections 
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Before being placed in operation the 
line inclosing the cable was tested at 
500 lb. pressure per sq.in. to insure 
its integrity. 


Bonneville Revises 
Resale Rates 


Bonneville Power Administration has 
announced its standard commercial 
lighting and power resale rate has been 
revised to further decrease cost of Co- 
lumbia River power to some customers, 
especially large users of power for irri- 
gation, as well as simplifying the rate 
through elimination of one price block. 

oe assistant Bonneville 
\dministrator, summarized the revised 
rate as follows: First 150 kw.-hr. per 
month, 3 cents per kilowatt-hour; next 
350 kw.-hr. per month, 2 cents per kilo- 
watt-hour; next 1,000 kw.-hr. per month, 
1 cent per kilowatt-hour; next 13,500 
kw.-hr. per month, 0.8 cent per kilowatt- 
hour; next 50,000 kw.-hr. per month, 
0.5 cent per kilowatt-hour; over 65,000 
kw.-hr. per month, 0.3 cent per kilowatt- 
hour. 


Gendron. 


Mr. Gendron explained the former 
6-mill block in the rate has been re- 
placed by a longer 5-mill block and the 
bottom rate of 3 mills per kilowatt-hour 
is made available to customers sooner. 

[Irrigation and other power customers 
who use their equipment more than 
half the number of hours in the month 
will only have to pay one-half of the 
electricity cost for electricity used in 
excess of 50 percent load factor. A 50 
percent discount is allowed in the re- 
vised rate for such efficient use of power. 
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Commissioner Rouses 
Pennsylvania Farmers 


Richard J. Beamish, member of the 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commis. 
sion, speaking recently to farmers at- 
tending the annual meeting of the Sul- 
livan County Rural Electric Coopera- 
tive, urged them to see to it that the 
state Association of Rural Cooperatives 
which they are helping organize. and 
the national association, which will 
soon be formed, “shall be vigilant, 
tough and hard hitting.” 

“Your very existence has _ been 
threatened by privately owned public 
utilities.” Beamish said. “Meet that 
challenge more than halfway; don’t 
permit anybody to push you around. 

“Your good money is invested in the 
cooperative lines that serve your farms. 
Don’t let anybody take your rights or 
your properties away from you without 
a battle. 

“There are approximately 28.000 
farms in Pennsylvania served by your 
rural cooperatives. That means more 
than 100,000 voting adults. Your state 
association will thus be equipped with 
sufficient weight to meet any challenge 
by the utilities.” 

Commissioner Beamish said that he 
heartily subscribed to the suggestion 
of former Gov. Gifford Pinchot for 
immediate organization of a national 
of rural electric 


association coopera: 


tives. 


N. Y. Utility Opposes 
Duplicate Lines 


Approximately fifty farmers from 21 


towns in Delaware and_ Schoharie 
counties appeared at a New York Public 
Service hearing recently 
to plead their case for creation of a 
co-operative electric company. The 
farmers were among the 1,322 sub- 
scribers in the new Delaware County 
Electric Association, which was incor- 
porated last July. The association has 
secured $307,000 from the Rural Elee- 
trification Administration for construc- 
tion of 300 miles of power lines and 
now is seeking PSC approval. 

E. B. Naylon, attorney for New York 
State Electric & Gas Corp., declared his 
company in opposition to the proposal. 
He claimed that the franchises sought 
would duplicate many already held by 
New York State Electric & Gas. 

Gordon Gleason of Meredith. presi- 
dent of the association, was the first ¢! 
many witnesses who sought to prove 
the need for the new co-operative. He 
testified that 1,365 easements for rights 
of-way have been secured, 652 of which 
are on the line which the co-operative 
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hopes to build first. He said that about 
800 potential subscribers are along this 
first line to be constructed, but that ulti- 
mately it is hoped to extend the service 
to all others who want it. 


Commission Analyzes 
“War-time” Savings 


With inauguration of nation-wide 
“war savings time” this week, Federal 
Power Commission announced it plans 
an exhaustive check of all utility system 
peak and energy records to determine 
the savings in use of electrical energy 
resulting from the clock change. 

FPC stated it will obtain records of 
power stations throughout the country 
for comparable periods both before and 
after the time change went into effect. 
The commission recognized that only 
checks for every day in the week and for 
days of comparable weather conditions 
would provide an accurate reflection of 
the changes made in energy and load 
curves. 

It suggested that local groups might 
make similar studies to determine “for 
yourself how much your community is 
saving in the way of power by going on 
war time.” 


Edison Union Wins 
$3,750,000 Pay Raise 


Thirty thousand employees of the 
Consolidated Edison System of New 
York were awarded a lump sum wage 
increase last week of $3,750,000, an av- 
erage of $125 per employee. 

The award was made by a seven-man 
arbitration board headed by Aaron Hor- 
vitz, after the Brotherhood of Consoli- 
dated Edison Employees, an indepen- 
dent union, had asked for $7,000,000 
and the company had countered with 
an offer of $1,000,000. The union re- 
fused to sign the award, but Horvitz 
said the agreement was binding upon it. 

Five major points in the award are: 
(1) That the $3,750,000 increase during 
1942 would be given through equaliza- 
tion of pay schedules, reclassification of 
workers, promotions, raises based on 
merit and other adjustments. (2) Of the 
total $1,750,000 shall be applied to in- 
crease pay by 25 percent for work done 
on Sundays; a 5 percent increase for 
night work and for retroactive pay to 
January 1, 1942. (3) Of the money re- 
maining at least $1,000,000 shall be 
‘pent on raises to become effective on 
July 1, 1942. (4) Additional raises shall 
he put into effect on October 1, 1942. 
(9) In equalizing pay and in individual 
changes the company shall “submit to 
the union” ‘the names of those who are 
to be the beneficiaries, 
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Strict Allocations for 
Wire and Cable Rubber 


However, War Production Board expects requirements will be’ met 
from inventories of finished. products — Allotments for 
February and March equal December level 


Crude rubber for wire and cable 
insulating compounds has been placed 
upon a strict month-to-month allocations 
basis by the War Production Board, 
along with all other rubber products 
which may still be manufactured. 

For February rubber has been allo- 
cated for industrial wire and cable in 
amount equal to December. 1941, pro- 
duction. The March allotment has not 
been determined. but can be expected 
to be roughly the same. No crude rub- 
ber has been made available for build- 
ing wire types R.P. and R.H.. or for 
flexible cord types S.. S.J.. S.V.. and 
P.O.S.J.. either 64 or 32. These may 
still be produced with reclaimed rubber 
where obtainable and usable. 

The allocation formula for rubber 
products is set up in Amendment No. 3 
to Priority Order M-15-b. This amend- 
ment lists a number of vital industrial 
articles for specific percentage of base 
period (April 1, 1940—March 31. 1941) 
and others, including wire and cable. 
without specific percentages but for 
which monthly allotments are to be 
made by the WPB Rubber Products 
Branch. Crude rubber may not be used 


to manufacture any product not listed. 

These lists, admittedly far from per- 
fect because of the necessity of getting 
a formal allocation procedure into effect 
with the disruption of Pacific trade 
lanes, are at present being reviewed for 
likely amendment. Efforts are being 
made to write “air-tight” specifications 
which will permit continued production 
of needed industrial articles, but not 
supplies for unnecessary uses. An ex- 
ample is mechanical packing. used both 
industrially and for “luxury” packag- 
ing, which is not at present being allot- 
ted any crude. 


Finished Products Exempt 


rubber allocation 
order affects sales or distribution of 
finished products containing rubber. In 
fact, WPB expects the use of inventories 
of finished articles, such as flexible and 
building wire, will be sufficient to meet 
requirements until the need for contin- 
ued output can be carefully surveyed 
and weighed against rubber stocks. 
Also, under present regulations, re- 
claimed rubber may be used for any 
product. 


Nothing in the 





NEW SERVICE CENTER—Public Service Company of Northern Illinois has recently re- 

opened its Cicero office, service center and store, following complete remodeling opera- 

tions. It was the occasion for a week-long open house featuring special entertainment 
and cooking clinics for the company’s Chicago suburban customers 


1942 


¢S72) 7 





Utility Earning Power 
Termed a War Essential 


Hartford Electric Light's earnings declared important tax aid — Addi- 
tions to surplus unwarranted luxury, says President Ferguson, 
but dividends should be maintained as necessities of life 


Hartford Electric Light’s readiness 
to serve the country as a vital aid to 
the war program featured statements 
of President and Chairman Samuel 
Ferguson to stockholders, employees 
and others interested in the progress of 
this 60-year-old utility at the annual 
meeting on February 3. The occasion 
was marked by a comprehensive analy- 
sis of the company policies as shaped 
by the war, such policies being deter- 
mined solely by the necessities aris- 
ing from a wholehearted response to 
the country’s call for all to devote 
themselves to its defense. The import- 
ance of maintaining and increasing 
earning power was stressed as a most 
essential element in utility contribu- 
tions to victory. 


Prepared for War Demands 


“Fortunately,” said Mr. Ferguson, 
“the physical condition of the property 
and plant capacities sufficient for the 
war needs of our industries should 
give no concern, as the advance prep- 
aration made to provide against their 
requirements has been so ample that 
we can assist other sections of New 


England in case shortages of power 
occur. 
“Stockholders 
work wholeheartedly for our country 
means that we cannot at the same time 
attempt to increase surplus. We can 


must realize that to 


endeavor to increase the amount of 
earnings to be converted into taxes for 
the financing of the national effort, 
but additions to surplus under present 
conditions are luxuries much too ex- 
pensive to be indulged in at this time 
of national stress. On the other hand, 
the management realizes most keenly 
that thousands of holders of small and 
medium sized blocks of stock depend on 
the dividends which they receive to sup- 
ply them with a portion of the neces- 
sities of life essential to their health 
and well-being.:It is part of our duty 
to the nation to do our share in 
maintaining their health and ability to 
work by making every effort to insure 
that this essential source of income is 
not curtailed or interrupted. And if its 
continuance requires moderate pay- 
ments out of the modest surplus earn- 
ings of past years, such use of a sur- 
plus is one of the justifications of its 
existence. A scrutiny of this year’s 
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financial statement, and especially the 
estimate for the results to be attained 
in 1942, indicates how completely our 
efforts are directed to the nation’s 
financial benefit rather than to the 
accumulation of any increased earn- 
ings for the stockholders.” 

Dividends of $2.75 per share were 
paid in 1941, earnings per share being 
$3.07, against $3.37 in 1940. There 
are 840,000 shares outstanding (par 
$25). The “customer dividend” in 1941 
totaled $489,681 (50 percent discount 
on bills rendered in December), plus 
a 50 percent wage increase paid in 
December, $91,000, plus $95,000 to 
stockholders of record January 15, 
1942, or 11.5 cents per share (paid 
February 2). Mr. Ferguson pointed out 
that so large a customer dividend 
would not permit earnings to be added 
to surplus, despite the abnormally large 
volume of business in 1941, and that 
the financial statement might not ap- 
pear as favorably to investors. How- 
ever, it was believed by the directors 
that a consequent lowering of share 
quotations would be wholly unjustifi- 
able in view of the facts. 

With conditions so unusual and 
business fluctuations likely to be so 


gE 


violent at present, it appears unsafe 
to contemplate further rate reductions, 
it was brought out. The Hartford com. 
pany believes it far wiser to leave 
rates undisturbed, and if earnings jus- 
tify, to continue the customer dividend 
policy, now in effect for more than 
fifteen years. Surplus fell off $91,377 
in 1941 against 1940. 


Will Appeal to High 
Court in PUD Case 


Puget Sound Power & Light Co. will 
appeal to the U. S. Supreme Court for 
a review of the $5,000,000 Whatcom 
County Public Utility District case, ac- 
cording to a statement by Frank L. 
McLaughlin, president of the company, 
declared that such appeal “is 
necessary in the interest of all con- 
cerned and our national welfare.” 

The Whatcom County Public Utility 
District suit was the first of many 
brought to trial against the company 
and the first in the state involving 
piecemeal condemnation of an_ inte- 
grated private utility system. Pending 
for three years, the first action was 
taken in April, 1939, with the company 
still in possession of its properties. 
After a trial lasting more than three 
months before Federal District Judge 
John C. Bowen at Bellingham, a verdict 
was returned in 1940, awarding the 
company $5,000,000 for its Whatcom 
County properties. The award in- 
cluded severance damage to the re: 
mainder of its system. The case was 
carried to the Ninth Circuit Appeal 


who 
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PRESIDENT SAMUEL FERGUSON (left) of Hartford Electric Light receives 30-year service 


pin from Senior Vice-President T. H. Soren (right). 


Under Mr. Ferguson's leadership 


this utility has achieved wide recognition for its all-around progress, financial stability. 

innovations in engineering, commercial development and sound public relations. Both 

executives gave courageous sponsorship to the pioneer central station installation of 
the mercury cycle, which was brought to successful fruition on this property 
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Court at San Francisco, where a two- 
to-one decision affirmed the lower 
court’s judgment. 

President McLaughlin said: 

Even in ordinary times the uneconomic 
and costly piecemeal condemnation pro- 
gram is decidedly not of public benefit, 
and now, in war time, it is even more clear 
to us that to tear apart this unified and 
interconnected system serving many vital 
government posts and defense industries 
distributed over a wide area is not the 
right or sound thing to do. The govern- 
ment is spending a great deal of money 
interconnecting public power systems. It 
therefore seems inconsistent to break up 
into numerous county-wide pieces a large 
interconnecting system such as Puget 
Sound. We very definitely feel that the 
company’s system should be preserved in- 
tact. So doing is certainly in the best 
interests of national defense and we have 
dedicated our all-out effort to the winning 
of the war. 


Third 230,000-Volt 
Line Authorized 


Announcement has been made by the 
Bonneville Power Administration of the 
authorization of the construction of a 
185 - mile, 230,000 - volt. double - circuit 
steel tower line from Grand Coulee Dam 
to Covington, Wash., near Seattle. U. J. 
Gendron, assistant Bonneville adminis- 
trator, said an immediate allocation of 
$3.502.030 has been made and that total 
cost of the line will be more than 
$9,000,000. 

Four 230,000-volt circuits are planned 
between Grand Coulee Dam and Cov- 
ington. With this latest allocation, three 
of these are authorized. First of the 
four circuits is now under construction 
between Grand Coulee Dam and Bonne- 
ville’s Covington substation. Partial al- 
location of $2.319.400 for construction 
of the second of the four circuits was re- 
cently announced (ELEctRICAL Wor Lp. 
January 10, page 60). Construction 
work on this line and on the new double- 
circuit steel tower line will start as soon 
as steel can be secured. Present plans 
call for the stringing of only one of the 
two circuits planned for the new line. 
Stringing of the fourth circuit will be 
authorized when the three other 230.- 
000-volt circuits cannot supply demand 
of the coast for power. 


Permits Facilities Sale 


FPC has authorized the Montana- 
Dakota Utilities Co., Minneapolis, 
Minn.. to acquire certain electric fa- 
cilities of the Mountain States Power 
Co. in Forsyth, Mont., and within Cus- 
ter and Rosebud counties and to issue 
$160.000 of unsecured purchase money 
hotes to the vendor company to con- 
summate the transaction. 
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Mississippi Station Planned 
for Center of Network 


Design, site and water supplies of new Eaton plant adapted to several- 
fold increase in capacity — New unit to be 20,000 kw.. 
850 psi., 900 deg.. gas fired 


The largest steam-electric generating 
plant in Mississippi, costing approxi- 
mately $2,000,000. is included in the 
current construction program being 
undertaken by Mississippi Power Co., a 
member of the Commonwealth & South- 
ern Corp. southern group of properties, 
in its plans for handling increasing de- 
fense and other industrial loads in the 
southeastern area of the state. The de- 
sign, site and water supplies are adapted 
to a several-fold increase in capacity 
presently being installed. 

To be constructed on Leaf River near 
Hattiesburg, Miss., the 20,000-kw., 850- 
psi., 900-deg. plant, using natural gas as 
fuel, will be located at the approximate 
center of the 110-kv. transmission trunk 
which forms the backbone of the com- 
pany’s transmission network. This net- 
work completely interconnects all of the 
company’s production and distribution 
operations. 


Consistent Expansion 


Plant Eaton, as the proposed unit has 
been designated by the company’s board 
of directors, is a continuing part of the 
companys general construction plan 
begun in 1925, when the company began 
operations and when the area was en- 
tirely without transmission facilities. 
Since that time the area served has been 
completely integrated electrically, and 
in 1940 the 68-mile, 110-kv. link from 
Gulfport to Hattiesburg, Miss., com- 
pleted the 110-kv. system backbone. 
The company’s 110-kv. system now has 
each end connected with the system of 
the Alabama Power Co. at two points on 
the Mississippi-Alabama state line and 
is part of a 550-mile transmission loop 
which interconnects existing large steam 
and hydro generating facilities in the 
southeastern area (see ELECTRICAL 
Wor-p, August 23, 1941, page 67). 

Early this year installation of the 
necessary breakers, relay systems and 
condenser equipment will be completed 
to permit system-wide operation of this 
110-kv. loop. 

Plant Eaton is named for B. E. Eaton, 
one of Mississippi's leading citizens, who 
has been president of the company since 
its organization in the latter part of 
1924. The plant will be located where 
be began the practice of law and less 
than 40 miles from the place where he 
was born. 

While the plant will serve as a sup- 
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port to any long-term defense loads, its 
construction is part of the general sus- 
tained economic development of the 
area. Load growth in the section now 
served by the company is evidenced by 
an increase from 12.000 customers and 
19,000,000 kw.-hr. sales in 1925 to 
41,000 customers and 206,000,000 kw.- 
hr. sales for the year ended November, 
1941. This 20,000 kw. of capacity will 
increase by a third the entire utility 
generating capacity in the state and it 
will be capable of more than doubling 
the normal generation of electric energy 
in Mississippi. 
* 


Statistics Issued by 
Power Commission 


Fourth annual Statistics of Electric 
Utilities in the United States, covering 
the year ending December 31, 1940, 
has been issued by the Federal Power 
Commission. Both Class A and Class B 
utilities, including about 95 percent of 
the industry, are included. 

The new publication shows that the 
aggregate of utility plant accounts at 
the year’s end was $14.406.986,602, rep- 
resenting $5.15 per dollar of annual 
revenue. Utility plant accounted for 
82.4 percent of total assets. 

Copies of the publication are avail- 
able from FPC at $2 each, under the 
identification FPC S-21. 


Attorney-General Rules 
State Can Build Lines 


State of Oregon, under a 1935 law, 
has authority to issue certificates of 
evidence of indebtedness to cover the 
cost of acquiring or constructing elec- 
tric transmission lines, Attorney-Gen- 
eral I. H. Van Winkle has ruled in a 
recent opinion. 

The opinion, asked by Public Util- 
ities Commissioner Ormond R. Bean, 
apparently would allow the state board 
of control to contract with the Bonne- 
ville Administration for power required 
at state buildings and institutions in 
the Salem area. 

The 1935 law was enacted primarily 
to authorize the state to build a gen- 
erating plant, but also applies to the 
use of Bonneville power by the state. 


(573) 9 





St. Lawrence Report 
Goes to Congress 


The summary report of the St. Law- 
rence Survey, including a detailed con- 
sideration of the national defense as- 
pects of the St. Lawrence Seaway and 
Power Project, has been transmitted to 
Congress by Wayne C. Taylor, acting 
Secretary of Commerce. The _ report 
summarizes the findings and conclu- 
sions of the general report, which was 
contained in six volumes issued from 
time to time during the past year. It 
was prepared under the direction of 
N. R. Danielian, director of the survey. 

“Those responsible for the defense 
program of the country are, therefore, 
of the unanimous opinion that the St. 
Lawrence project is important for na- 
tional defense and that the present 
emergency will be of long duration,” 
the report stated. “It is not, therefore, 
safe nor wise to assume that a power 
project that cannot be brought into use 
in 1942 or 1943 should not be under- 
taken. On the contrary, the expected 
power shortages in those areas will be 
such that even if national defense pro- 
duction should reach the peak in 1943, 
the retardation of industrial and com- 
mercial consumption, and the curtail- 
ment in the interim of many civilian 
uses of power. will have created a back- 
ground of demand for power which can 
only be satisfied by the continued in- 
crease of power facilities after 1943. 
The only other alternative would be a 
permanent curtailment of civilian con- 
sumption of power.” 

Reviewing the alternatives advanced 
by opponents of the project, the survey 
finds that there is no choice between 
steam and hydro developments because 
of the limitations on manufacturing ca- 
pacity of electrical equipment manu- 
facturers. 


Rocky Mountain League 
Gears for War Effort 


Plans for a material expansion and 
complete reorientation of activities by 
the Rocky Mountain Electrical League, 
designed to fit the organization into the 
nation’s defense program, distinguished 
the midwinter managers’ conference 
held recently in Denver. Practically 
every utility member company in the 
territory was represented. 

Agreeable to the national defense 
policy adopted by those present, Presi- 
dent J. W. Alexander appointed four 
major committees to carry out the 1942 
program—industry co-ordination com- 
mittee, G. B. Buck, chairman; defense 
energy supply and power allocation 
committee, Guy W. Thomas, chairman; 
priorities committee, E. L. Garihan 
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chairman, and a personnel committee. 

Decision was reached during the 
meeting to hold the customary spring 
conferences of the engineering and ac- 
counting sections. The league’s new 
headquarters, 558-560 Gas and Electric 
Building, improved and enlarged to 
cope with expanded activities, were 
open for inspection during the man- 
agers’ meeting. 


MEETINGS 


National Electrical Manufacturers Association — 
Midwinter meeting, Palmer House, Chicago, 
Ill., February 16-20. W. J. Donald, managing 
director, 155 East 44th St., New York, N. Y. 

Pennsylvania Electric Association—Electrica| 
equipment committee, Essex House, Newark, 
N. J., February 19-20. H. A. Randall, chair- 
man, Duquesne Light Co., 435 Sixth Ave., Pitts- 
burgh, Pa. 

North Central Electrical Industries—Biennial! elec- 
trical convention week, Radisson Hotel, Minne- 
apolis, Minn., February 22-25. W. A. Ritt, 
secretary-manager, 234 Foshay Tower, Minne- 
apolis, Minn. 

Edison Electric Institute — Accident prevention 
committee, William Penn Hotel, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., February 23-24; annual sales conference, 
Edqewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, IIl., March 
23-27. Major H. S. Bennion, managing director, 
420 Lexington Av., New York, N. Y. 


American Society for Testing Materials — Com- 
mittee week and spring meeting, Hotel Cleve- 
land, Cleveland, Ohio, March 2-6; annual 
meeting, Chalfonte-Haddon Hall, Atlantic City, 
N. J., June 22-26. R. E. Hess, assistant secre- 
tary, 260 S. Broad St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


Greater New York Safety Council—Annual safety 
convention and exposition, Pennsylvania Hotel, 
New York, N. Y., March 3-6. Greater New 
York Safety Council, Lincoln Bldg., 60 E. 42nd 
St., New York, N. Y. 


Canadian Electrical Association — Western mem- 
bers, joint meeting with Northwest Electric 
Light & Power Assn., Business Development 
Section and Commercial Section, Vancouver, 
B. C., March 4-6. B. C. Fairchild, secretary, 
804 Tramways Bldg., Montreal. 


Southeastern Electric Exchange—Engineering and 
operating section, Sir Walter Hotel, Raleigh, 
N. C., March 12-13; annual cenference, Edge- 
water Gulf Hotel, Edgewater Park, Miss., April 
16-17. J. W. Talley, executive secretary, 303 
Haas-Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga. 


Oklahoma Utilities Association — Annual conven- 
tion, Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla., 
March 23-24. Miss Kate A. Niblack, secretary, 
625-626 Biltmore Hotel, Oklahoma City, Okla. 

American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Spring meeting, Rice Hotel, Houston, Texas, 
March 23-25. C. E. Davies, national secretary, 
29 West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


Missouri Valley Electric Association—Annual en- 
gineering conference, Hotel Continental, Kan- 
sas City, Mo., March 26-27. |. D. Pettegrew, 
director, 1527 Sharp Bldg., Lincoln, Neb. 


Midwest Power Conference — Annual meeting, 
Palmer House, Chicago, Ill., April 9-10. Charles 
A. Nash, conference secretary, Illinois Institute 
of Technology, Chicago, Ill. 


Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Jefferson Hotel, St. Louis, Mo., 
April 14-15. Jesse Blythe, assistant secretary, 
101 West High St., Jefferson City, Mo. 


Electrochemical Society—Spring convention, Hotel 
Hermitage, Nashville, Tenn., April 15-18. Colin 
G. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, 3000 
Broadway, New York, N. Y. 


Maryland Utilities Association—Spring meeting, 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, Md. April 
17. Wilson Cook, secretary, Potomac Edison 
Company Bldg., Frederick, Md. 

Northwest Electric Light and Power Association— 
Engineering and operating section, Seattle, 
Wash., April 22-24 (tentative). Berkeley Snow, 
executive secretary, 707 Spalding Bldg., Port- 
land, Ore. 

Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Spring 
conference, Royal Connaught Hotel, Hamilton, 
Ontario, Canada, April 27-28. Brent Wiley, 
managing director, Empire Bldg., Pittsburgh, 
Pa. 

Chamber of Commerce of the United States — 
Annual meeting, Washington, D. April 
27-30. 
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Walkout Stops Work 
on Cumberland Dam 


Work on the federal government’s 
$55,000,000 Wolf Creek Dam project on 
the Cumberland River has been halted 
by a strike of approximately 200 work. 
ers, Army engineers disclosed. Pickets 
were placed at the gate on the dam site 
in Russell county. 

The engineers, who declined the use 
of their names, said the strikers were 
all affiliated with the A. F. of L. unions 
and that the work stoppage began when 
30 members of the hoisting engineers’ 
union quit after the purported hiring 
of a non-union steam shovel operator by 
a sub-contractor, 

Carpenters, electricians, laborers and 
iron workers then quit in a sympathy 
walkout, the engineers said. 

A federal appropriation of $3.100,000 
has been made for the first work on the 
flood-control and hydroelectric project. 
Ground was broken last September 1. 


Speedy Blackout for 
Portland Substations 


Thirty substations of the Portland 
General Electric Co. are affected by 
the orders issued by General DeWitt 
covering blackout conditions for the 
Pacific Coast area and putting black- 
out time on a 60-second basis. 

As a consequence, _ street-lighting 
circuits from outdoor automatic sub- 
stations, formerly operated by time 
clocks with astronomical dials, have 
been changed. It is now necessary to 
run supervising control circuits from 
each of these substations either to the 
load dispatcher or to some manually 
operated station. 

These circuits ‘are for the most part 
leased from the telephone company. 
but in the underground area the com- 
pany pulled its own circuits through 
existing ducts. 


PUD Buys Another Unit 


Grant County Public Utilities Dis- 
trict has acquired the Soap Lake 
(Wash.) Utilities Co. This was the 
second recent acquisition by the Grant 
County PUD, this unit having pul 
chased the Grant County Power Co. at 
Coulee City, Wash., last month. 


. 


Save Your Vision Week 


National Better Light-Better Sight 
Bureau has announced that “National 
Save Your Vision Week” will be held 
March 8-14. 
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Help is scarce. War imposes a heavy obligation in the delivery of 
electric current. And rising costs of doing business must be met with 


the income of established rates. 


It could be that the adoption of L-M Fuse Cutouts and Lightning 
Arresters, which have special time and labor-saving features, is now 


especially pertinent to your needs. Many utility companies have found 


them to be excellent investments, even in easy-going times of peace. 
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RESTORING AMERI- 
CAN-CANADIAN TIE 
—Niagara Hudson 
linemen, cablemen 
and riggers laid 3 
miles of 12-kv. cable 
in 22 hours to reestab- 
lish the tie line be- 
tween the Adams 
plant on the U. S. side 
and the Rankine sia- 
tion on the Canadian 
side of the Niagara 
River. Cables were 
pulled through the 
superstructure of the 
newly constructed 
Rainbow bridge, 
which replaces the 
famed Honeymoon 

Bridge at the Falls 


~<_ 


VERSATILITY MARKS 
POWER COMPANY'S 
NEW SIGN—A cycle 
of changing color and 
brightness is achieved 
in this large double- 
faced outdoor sign 
through the use of flu- 
orescent and _incan- 
descent lamps with let- 
ters having red plastic 
centers. C. W. Nooker, 
company lighting en- 
gineer was designer 


RUSH WORK AT GRAND COULEE—Sjc 
the switchyard for the west power hous 
three 108,000-kw. generators goes into op 
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NO FOOLING IN NEW ENGLAND—Additional evidence from Boston Edison that, as James M. Landis of 
OCD said last week, New England is taking its defense preparations seriously. Armed guards day 
and night are only one form of protection employed at this 110-kv. substation 
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FIRST UNIT FOR SOUTHWARK—Horace P. Liversidge (left), president Philadelphia Electric Co., accepts 

from A. W. Robertson, chairman Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing Co., a small scale very accurate 

model of the first unit Westinghouse will manufacture for Philadelphia Eleciric’s new Southwark station 
power plant now under construction on the Delaware River waterfront 





Westinghouse Briefs 
Announcing a NEW 


Reference Book 


Today, over two decades since the first edition of 
William Nesbitt's classic book “Electrical Characteristics 
of Transmission Circuits,“ transmission line voltages 
have doubled, lines are longer, interconnections are 
more extensive and new methods of calculating per- 
formance have been adopted. To assist in solving the 
increasingly complex problems brought about by these PC. noust ELEC 
changes, Westinghouse has completed a new book, the wee eo 
“Electrical Transmission and Distribution Reference Book,” | 
which may be purchased after March 31st. Price, $5.00. 
Address Westinghouse 3N52, East Pittsburgh, Pa. 
WESTINGHOUSE ELECTRIC & MFG. CO., E. PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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NEW AUTHORITATIVE TEXT—In writing the 
Electrical Transmission and Distribution Reference 
Book, fourteen Westinghouse Central Station 
Engineers contributed their specialized and prae- 
tical knowledge. They were aided by other special- 
ists and by co-operative studies with electric power 


companies. This comprehensive background makes 


the new text an invaluable aid in solving every- 


day power transmission problems. 


MODERN MACHINES—These four 20,888 kv-a umbrella- 


type water wheel generators illustrate the typical modern 


PROVES THEORY—Field station records of this stroke 


machines discussed in the chapter, “Machine Characteristics.” ; ‘ , 950) k 
of lightning, photographed as it struck close to a 250 ky 


\ great number of drawings, formulas, and diagrams are used . : , 
5 . = * line, showed no abnormal voltage. The new book explains how 

throughout the book, giving unusual clarity to explanations. ic , —_ ‘ . 
: this instance was responsible for establishing protection against 


direct strokes as the basis for line design. 


CALCULATING STABILITY—The effect of circuit breaker 
clearing time upon system stability, shown in the figure above, 
is one of the many calculations covered in the chapter “System 


Stability—Examples of Calculation.” Other chapters deal with 


: ‘ N ) ‘ h ‘ 
every important phase of modern transmission line study. esting! Ouse 
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Output Maintains 
Substantial Increase 


The amount of electrical energy dis- 
tributed by the electric light and power 
industry for the week ended Saturday, 
February 7, was 3,474,638,000 kw.-hr., 
according to the Edison Electric Insti- 
tute. a recovery running counter to the 
expected seasonal decline, and_inci- 
dentally the highest single week’s out- 
put in history. 

The figure is just over the edge of 
the so-called normal 14-16 
zone, but this may be corrected next 
week when the figures will be reflecting 
the effect of the first week of “war- 
time” throughout the nation. 

It is to be noted that despite un- 
usual conditions in the Pacific Coast 
area output for the past week is 25 
percent ahead of the corresponding 


percent 


week a year ago. 
We have no information on the 
weather as to its effect on this figure. 


Weekly Output, Millions Kw-Hr. 


1942 1941 1940 
Feb, 7 3,475 Feb. 8 2,989 Feb. 10 2,616 
Jan. 31 3,468 Feb. | 2,994 Feb. 3 2,633 
Jan. 24 3,440 Jan. 25 2,996 Jan. 27 2,661 
Jan. 17 3,450 Jan. 18 3,013 Jan. 20 2,674 
Jan. 10 3,473* Jan. 11 3,002 Jan. 13 2,688 
Jan. 3 3,289* Jan. 4 2,846 Jan. 6 2,558 
1941 1940 1939 
Dec. 27 3,234 Dec. 28 2,757 Dec. 30 2,464 
Dec. 20 3,495 Dec. 2! 3,052 Dec. 23 2,712 
Dec. 13 3,476 Dec. 14 3,003 Dec. 16 2,674 


Percent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 


anteicenamapmemmancacianie 





Feb. 7 








; Jan. 3! Jan. 24 

New England +-17.6 +18.1 +16.0 
Mid-Atlantic +-14.7 +-|2.7 +-11.6 
Central Industrial +14.4 +13.7 +13.2 
West Central +13.9 +12.0 +12.5 
Southern States +15.2 +17.5 +-16.9 
Rocky Mountain +19.9 +-17.9 +-18.2 
Pacific Coast +25.0 +24.8 +21.0 
Total United States +16.2 +-15.8 14.8 


_—_—— 


* Revised. 


Billions of Kw.-Hr. 








Glendale, Calif. Orders 
Second Steam Unit 


The second unit of the Glendale, 
Calif, Public Service Department's 
hew steam plant is on order, according 
to P. Diederich. superintendent of pub- 
lic service. although it is not possible 
at present to determine delivery dates. 

lhe initial installation, completed 
last April. includes one 20.000-kw., 80 


percent power-factor turbo-generator 


and two 200.000-lb. boilers operating 
at 600 Ib. pressure and 825-deg. tem- 
perature. 


New Unit Costs $154,000 


South Carolina Public Service Au- 
thority, ¢ harleston, S. C., has awarded 
4 contract to the Elliott Construction 
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Co., Omaha, Neb., at $154,055 for con- 
struction of new power substation at 
Charleston, exclusive of equipment, 
which is being purchased separately. 
New station will be connected with 
hydro-electric power development of 
Authority at Buzzard’s Roost. Harza 
Engineering Co.. Charleston. is con- 
sulting engineer. 


Swiss Cut Electricity 


Further recently 
applied in Switzerland on the use of 
electric power for lighting and heating. 
The measure is explained by the con- 


restrictions were 


tinued drought, which is reducing the 
output of hydro-electric plants. The last 
restrictions were applied in November. 
1941, since when the situation is de- 
scribed as having steadily grown worse. 


1942 


Public lighting was then reduced 30 
percent, henceforth it will be reduced 
50 percent. The lighting of show win- 
dows may not continue after 7 p.m. 
The use of luminous signs is entirely 
prohibited. In homes, schools, offices 
and cafes lighting must be reduced by 
at least one-third compared with the 
corresponding period last year. No 
electric power may be used for heating. 


Output in Canada 


Output of central electric stations in 
Canada established a monthly record 
in December at 3,220.800,000 kw.-hr.. 
the Dominion Bureau of Statistics re- 
ports. Production in the calendar year 
1941 amounted to 33.445,360.000 kw.- 
hr.. against 30.080.248.000 kw.-hr. in 
1940, the largest yearly total on record. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


New Allis-Chalmers Sales 
Unit Directed by Geist 


Walter Geist, vice-president of Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co., who since 
1933 has directed district office sales 
personnel, last week was named by 
President W. C. Buchanan to head a 
new centralized sales administrative 
department, which, according to the 
released announcement, will function 
to “correlate and unify” the company’s 
selling activities (ELeEctricAL Wor .p, 
February 7, page 67). 

Preliminary to the establishment of 
this new company group, a defense 
contract department was set up under 
the management of Edwin H. Brown, 
who also continues as head of the en- 
gine and condenser department. 

Duties of the new centralized sales 
administrative department will be not 
only to formulate and put into effect 
sales policies, but also to correlate and 
unify the selling activities for all the 


company’s 1,600 products, with the 
exception of those of the tractor de- 
partment. 

Walter Geist, whose job it is, came 
to Allis-Chalmers as errand and blue- 
print boy in 1909 and reached the 
vice-presidency 30 years later by way 
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of the drafting table, designer’s desk 
and manager’s office. He developed the 
multiple V-belt (Texrope) drive which 
revolutionized power transmission prac- 
tices; served as assistant manager, mill- 
ing department, and in 1933 took charge 
of the company’s district office sales 
personnel as general representative. 


New England Power Men 
Assigned New Duties 


Several important changes in the per- 
sonnel responsibilities of the northern 
division of the New England Power 
system based on the Littleton, N. H. 
district are announced. Stanley M. 
Hunt succeeds the late H. K. Patterson 
as assistant superintendent, reporting to 
Harry B. Soper. Raymond C. Whicher, 
formerly superintendent of the Comer- 
ford and MclIndoes hydroelectric sta- 
tions (Connecticut River Power Co.), 
has been made supervisor of operations 
with headquarters at Littleton. Frank 
Carlisle, assistant superintendent of 
Comerford station, has been appointed 
superintendent of the Comerford and 
McIndoes plants. Maurice E. Lake, 
formerly superintendent of production, 
Green Mountain Power Corp., Mont- 
pelier, Vt., has been appointed super- 
intendent of transmission and distribu- 
tion for the northern division N.E.P. 
system, with offices at Littleton. 


> Rosert H. Herrner. Los Angeles 
publisher and past-president of the Los 
Angeles Rotary Club, has been ap- 
pointed to the city’s water and power 
commission by Mayor Fletcher Bowron. 


PL. M. SHApDGETT, vice-president of the 
Georgia Power Co., has been named a 
member of the public utilities commit- 
tee of the Georgia Defense Council, 
representing the electric utilities of the 
state. 
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Gundell to Direct G.E. 
Appliance Advertising 
Major Boyd W. Bullock. advertising 


manager of General Electric Co.’s ap. 
pliance and merchandise department, 
Bridgeport, Conn., will go into active 
army service February 15. Glenn Gun- 
dell, who has been assistant to the 
advertising manager. now becomes 
assistant advertising manager and will 


G. Gundell 


be in charge during Major Bullocks 
absence. Mr. Gundell has been assist 
ing Mr. Bullock in the administration 
of the advertising division for the past 
several months. He had formerly ¢: 
rected the advertising and sales prome- 
tion activities of the General Electri 
air conditioning and commercial Ie: 
frigeration department at Bloomfield. 
N. J.. for five years. Prior to that, 1 
had been engaged in advertising wll! 
New York agencies and with Midwes 
newspapers. 


> James W. Carpenter. vice-presidet! 
of the Long Island Lighting Co. has 
been elected president of the Electrical 
and Gas Association of New York, Inc. 


February /14. 1942 
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G. H. Woodard Heads 
New Products Division 


George H. Woodard has been ap- 
pointed manager of the new-products 
division of the Westinghouse Electric 
& Manufacturing Co. Mr. Woodard 
joined the company when the new- 
products division was created in 1936 
for the development of products which 
have not reached the state of commer- 
cial apparatus. After filling the posi- 
tion of new-products engineer at the 





Westinghouse company’s South Phila- 
delphia works for two years, he was 
brought to the division’s headquarters 
at East Pittsburgh in 1938. 

Besides directing development of new 
products, Mr. Woodard will continue 
as executive assistant in the company’s 
emergency products division, respon- 
sible for the negotiation of government 
contracts for ordnance material. 


PS. Hucn Diu, an attorney of 
Petersburg, Ind.. and a member of the 
House of Representatives, has been 
named by Gov. Henry F. Schricker as 
secretary of the Indiana Public Service 
Commission. He succeeds the late 
George R. Durgan of Lafayette. Mr. 
Dillin is serving his third term as a 
state representative. He is a graduate 
of the law school of Indiana University. 


he A. Appott, formerly an opera- 
tions engineer with the Rural Electrifi- 
cation \dministration, has been ap- 
pointed to the electric generating and 
power equipment unit of the machinery 
section of the Price Administration. Mr. 
fon was connected with the Towa 
‘Subic Service Co. and General Elec- 
Irie Co. before going with REA. 


hs J. Dorwortu has been appointed 
assistant district manager of the Gen- 
tral Electric Co.’s Atlantic district. 
After conrections at Schenectady, Phil- 
adelphi. and Baltimore, Mr. Dorworth 
Was appointed manager of the indus- 
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trial department of the Atlantic dis- 
trict in 1923. In his new position he 
will continue to be responsible for the 
industrial department sales of the At- 
lantic district. 


P Joun S. Woon, director of industrial 
Philadelphia Electric Co., has 
been appointed emergency defense co- 
ordinator of the Philadelphia Electric 
Co. System, reporting to the executive 
vice-president. In this capacity Mr. 
Wood will have charge of all emergency 
activities within the company relating 
to the war effort. 


sales, 


OBITUARY 


> Cart W. Turner, sales manager of 
the New London division of the Con- 
necticut Power Co., died recently in 
that city. in his fortieth year. He was 
born at Lincoln, Neb., and was gradu- 
ated from Harvard College in 1923. His 
early experience was with the General 
Electric Co.. and in 1927 he became 
connected with the Union Electric Light 
& Power Co., Unionville, Conn.. which 
later became part of the Connecticut 
Power Co. Mr. Turner went to New 
London in 1930 and was active in in- 
dustrial work there and_ by 
assignment to other divisions of the 
company. He was identified with the 
Power Engineers Association of New 
England. 


power 


> CuHar-es J. Brittain, chairman of the 
board of Canadian Fairbanks, Morse 
Co., Ltd., which he served for more than 
10 years, died in Montreal on January 
11 after a long illness. He was 65 years 
of age. 


> Eucene L. Gipney, electrical engi- 
neer. City Light, Seattle. died at his 
home in that city recently at the age 
of 44. Mr. Gibney became associated 
with City Light in 1921, and at the 
time of his death was principal engi- 
neer in charge of all engineering. Born 
in Butte. Mont., Mr. Gibney spent his 
youth in Seattle. graduating from the 
University of Washington. 


> Epwarp V. LEVERETT. superintendent 
of the Conway. Ark., municipal light, 
power and water system since 1911, 
died on January 1 at his home in that 
city, following an 
months, 


illness of several 
He was 62 years old. Mr. 
Leverett received his engineering edu- 
cation at the University of Arkansas. 


> FRANK BENTLEY, manager of the Kan- 
sas City office of the Aluminum Com- 
pany of America, died January 20, fol- 
lowing an attack of pneumonia. Mr. 
Bentley. who was 47 years old. has 
been with the Aluminum Company since 


1919. 


Prior to becoming manager of 
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the Kansas City office in 1928 he was 
engaged in the sale of aluminum power 
cable in Kansas, Nebraska, Wyoming, 
Colorado, Oklahoma and Texas and was 
widely known in utility circles in that 
area. 


> Dr. Leon P. ALrorp, widely known 
industrial engineer and author, died in 
New York City on January 2, of a heart 
ailment. He was 64 years old. A pro- 
fessor of administrative engineering at 
New York University since 1937, Dr. 
Alford had been associated with Her- 
bert Hoover in the organization of the 
American Engineering Council during 
the °20s. In the course of his active 
career he held managerial 
with industrial companies, spent many 
years in the industrial publishing field 
and served on the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission before joining the 
staff of New York University. He was 
the author of many technical works. At 
the annual dinner of the American 
Society of Mechanical Engineers Dr. 
Alford received honorary membership in 


positions 


the society. 


> Hartow D. Savace, formerly presi- 
dent of the Combustion Engineering 
Corp., and first president of the Re- 
fractories Manufacturers Association. 
died on February 9 in the White Plains 
(N. Y.) Hospital, after a brief illness. 
He was 61 years old. Mr. Savage had 
a long and varied experience in the 
manufacture and sale of power plant 
equipment. He was identified with the 
development of pulverized fuel-burning 
equipment since its very inception and 
was recognized as an authority on that 
subject. Mr. Savage joined the Com- 
bustion Engineering Corp. in 1920 and 
eight years later became president. He 
also held executive positions in a num- 
ber of the subsidiary companies of the 
corporation. Recently he was an asso- 
ciate of Raymond R. Beatty Manage- 
ment. Inc.. a real estate firm at Scars- 


dale, N. Y. 


> Epwarp J. StapLeton, formerly su- 
perintendent of the Collingwood, Ont., 
Public Utilities Commission, died sud- 
denly in that city on November 22, in 
his seventieth year. A native of Ireland, 
Mr. Stapleton went to Canada forty 
years ago. He first settled in Paris, 
Ont., where he remained for some years 
associated with the public utilities. 
Later he moved to St. Marys, where he 
had charge of the municipal water and 
light plants. In 1911 Mr. Stapleton went 
to Collingwood as superintendent of the 
local utilities, where he continued until 
1936, directing the electric and water 
departments. While with the Colling- 
wood commission he took an active in- 
terest in the Association of Municipal 
Electrical Utilities and was also active 
in the Georgian Bay Municpal Electric 
Association. 
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ANUFACTURING - MARKETS 


Refrigerator, Washer 
Maximum Prices Set 


Existing prices for mechanical house- 
hold refrigerators were established this 
week as the maximum that may be 
charged by manufacturers, under new 
price schedule 102 issued by Leon Hen- 
derson, Administrator of OPA. 

This schedule will formalize 
existing arrangements whereby all re- 
frigerator manufacturers, excepting the 
General Electric Co. and the Frigidaire 
Division of General Motors Corp., had 
received OPA approval for their 1942 
model price lists. 


new 


The schedule adopts as maximum 
prices the manufacturers’ list price in 
effect on Feb. 2. 

“Private brand” refrigerators—those 
made under contract for sale through 
large distributors under private trade 
names—receive maximum prices based 
on outstanding manufacturing contracts 
in effect on February 2. 

Household washer and ironer manu- 
facturers’ prices have been “frozen” at 
a maximum of the highest charges in 
effect between October 1-15 by Price 
Schedule 86, issued this week. Excep- 
tion to the schedule is granted to the 
Apex Electrical Manufacturing Co.., 
which has received approval of price in- 
creases on certain models for which the 
company applied pursuant to OPA’s 
price stabilization letter of last Septem- 
ber 16. 

Washers and ironers are the fifth con- 
sumer’s durable goods products to come 
under price controls. In each case con- 
trols have been applied after priorities 
orders limited unit output or volume of 
raw materials which may be used. 


Tin Substitute Sales Up 


Substantial increases in sales of PMG 
hardener are reported by the American 
manufacturers, Phelps Dodge Copper 
products Corp., according to a state- 
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ment by Wylie Brown, president of the 
corporation. PMG hardener is used in 
place of tin in the production of bronze 
castings. The product has been sold 
in the United States for a number of 
years. With the all-out effort to con- 
serve tin, according to Mr. Brown, the 
uses of this hardener are being ex- 
panded. PMG was developed by the 
Vickers-Armstrong company in Eng- 
land and is exclusively manufactured 
and sold in the United States by the 
Phelps Dodge Copper Products Corp. 


Generator Orders Up, 
T. & D. Index Drops 


Index of orders received for motors 
and generators during the month of 
December reversed the downward trend 
of the past few months, the index value 
advancing to 425.2, compared with 
329.7 in November, according to figures 
released by the National Electrical 
Manufacturers Association. This repre- 
sents an increase of 28.9 percent. 

NEMA reports that the index of or- 
ders received for transmission and dis- 
tribution equipment declined during 
December. In that month the index 
dropped to 283.9 from 355.7 (revised) 
in November, a decrease of 20.1 percent. 
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Price Rise Withdrawn 
by Black & Decker Co. 


Black & Decker Manufacturing Co., 
Towson, Md., manufacturer of power. 
driven electric has withdrawn 
price increases made as of December 15, 
1941, and is issuing new price lists 
based on October 1, 1941, levels at the 
request of OPA, Administrator Hender- 
son has announced. 

Early in January Administrator Hen- 
derson requested all makers of power- 
driven portable tools not to exceed their 
October 1 prices. The Black & Decker 
increases, which affected several lines, 
were announced before the company 
received Mr. Henderson’s request, but 
were withdrawn promptly after the pro- 
eram of price stabilization was discussed 
with leading members of the industry. 


tools, 


500 
475 
450 


1940 1941 


NEMA INDEX, value of orders received for motors (large d.c. polyphase synchrenews 
and generators (engine, belt-driven); also for transmission and distribution equipmen 
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Mr. Henderson referred to the 
company’s co-operation as a “concrete 
demonstration of patriotism in_ busi- 


ness. 
* 


Generators Ordered 
for Grand Coulee 


Three generators, each of 108,000 
kw. capacity, have been ordered by 
Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes for installation in the 
Coulee Dam power plant. 

Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. was awarded the contract 
for furnishing and installing these 
three units on its bid of $2,792,330. 
These generators are for units L-7, 8 
and 9, which when installed, probably 
in 1944 or 1945, will complete installa- 
tions in the west power plant and bring 


Grand 


the Grand Coulee power development 
of 1.944.000 kw. to the half-way stage. 


Wholesalers’ Sales Rise 


Sales of wholesalers advanced 31 per- 
cent in 1941 over 1940, according to a 
report issued by the Department of 
Commerce, Bureau of the Census. This 
increase contrasts sharply with the 7 
percent gain reported for 1940 over 
1939. Electrical goods registered strong 
gains, advancing 60 percent over 1940. 


Will Build Addition 


Crocker-Wheeler Electric Manufac- 
turing Co., Inc... Ampere, N. J., has 
completed plans for new addition to 
plant, to be one story, about 142 x 250 
ft. reported to cost close to $200,000. 
including equipment. Bids are being 
asked on general erection contract and 
award will be made soon. J. Di Stasio 
& Co.. New York, are consulting engi- 
neers, 


Reliance Issue Approved 


Stockholders of the Reliance Electric 
« Engineering Co. have approved a plan 
of recapitalization providing for the is- 
suance of 7,500 shares of convertible 
preferred stock, to bear cumulative an- 
nual dividends of $5 per share. 


SS 


New York Metal Prices 


Feb. 11,'42 Feb. 3,'42 

Cents per Cents per 
C Pound Pound 
ioe electrolytic 12.00* 12.00* 
ad, ALS. & R. Price 6.50 6.50 
Antimon 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot 35.00 35.00 
INC, Spot ss 8.64 8.64 
Aims aits . 52.00 52.00 
Uminum, 99 percent 15.00 15.00 


“Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
i 
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Field Reports on Business 


Expansion of industrial production facilities for war purposes is indicated in 


the plans announced for new plants. Government buying of a wide variety of 


electrical equipment continues at high levels. Retail sales spurt subsides. 


CHICAGO 


War-time control over the national 
economy is being extended and tightened 
as the government moves to accelerate 
armament production. Government buying 
of a wide variety of electrical equipment 
continues at high levels. The demand for 
wire and cable, motors and control ap- 
paratus is especially heavy. Requirements 
of private industries for plant expansions 
are likewise extremely high. 

Expansion of industrial production fa- 
cilities for war purposes took an addi- 
tional spurt last week as plans were an- 
nounced for immediate construction of 
several large plants. The Crane Co. will 
enlarge plant facilities at a cost of $6.- 
000,000, mostly for new machinery and 
equipment. Cities Service Oil Co. will con- 
struct a $1,500,000 aviation gasoline plant 
and the Diamond T. Motor Car Co. and 
Western Austin Co. are also building siz- 
able additions. Defense Plant Corporation 
will erect a $100,000,000 plant near Chi- 
cago for production of airplane engines 
by the Chrysler Motor Co. 

Larger dollar volume buying featured 
the annual spring market week, which 
was attended by over 18,000 out-of-town 
representatives. Wholesalers and_ distrib- 
utors reported a heavy demand for all 
lines, but little “panic” buying. Retail 
sales receded approximately 5 _ percent 
from the preceding week, but remained 
29 percent ahead of a year ago. 

Lindberg Engineering Co. has installed 
160 40-watt fluorescent lamps in its draft- 
ing department, providing 65 ft.-candles. 
The city electrical department requested 
bids on 4,000 porcelain-enameled street- 
lighting reflectors. 


. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Demand for electrical equipment is mov- 
ing ahead with gradually increasing cre- 
scendo. Allotments of industrial machin- 
ery and supplies running into considerable 
volumes and dollar amounts are being 
booked at an increasing pace. Recently 
a large amount of electrical generating 
machinery for the government was or- 
dered through consulting engineers _ lo- 
cated in this district. During the past 
month, according to one prominent sales 
manager, the demand for equipment out- 
side the allotments for defense purposes 
was greater than for any month of 1941. 

Motor pumping units rated from 100 
hp. up are active; many municipalities in 
this district are interested in obtaining 
portable or trailer pumping units for emer- 
gency use. Bookings of this type of ap- 
paratus are favored with a high priority 
classification. Small motor demands are 
coupled with a tightening of deliveries, 
according to one manager. Boston Edison 
has ordered 25 radio telephone sets for 
mobile truck units for use in emergencies. 
A forthcoming radio tube plant in Massa- 
chusetts is scheduled to utilize 600 kw. in 
lighting, power and_ heat-treating, plus 
940 kva. in electric welders. 

Electric cooking apparatus sales are ac- 
tive and for the most part are contingent 
on installations needed for serving de- 
fense workers. Domestic appliance sales 
reported by a group of Vermont central 
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stations show surprisingly favorable 
trends for January, 1942. In that region 
refrigerator, range and water heaters sales 
booked to the third week in January were 
ahead of those reported for several years. 


NEW YORK 


Under the impetus of the war program 
the industrial effort is gaining momentum. 
Aggregate production is increasing de- 
spite curtailment in some lines. 

Heavy engineering construction — last 
week totaled $161,090,000, an increase of 
72 percent over the volume for the cor- 
responding 1941 week, but 27 percent lower 
than the 1942 high of the preceding week, 
Engineering News-Record reports. The 
week’s volume brought 1942 construction 
to $789,870,000, a 163 percent 
over the six-week 1941 total. 

Forces are operating at the present time 
which will tend to subdue the consumer 
buying rush that has been in progress 
since the turn of the year. Retail sales gains 
are likely to be narrowed before the end 
of the month. Department stores sales 
in the metropolitan area last week showed 
a gain of 13 percent, comparing with 
20 percent in the preceding week. 


increase 


PACIFIC COAST 


Much large construction for war and 
defense projects has featured the past 
week, such as $3,000,000 permanent build- 
ings for Roswell Field, New Mexico; $12,- 
000,000 for Navy warehouses and piers 
at Seattle; $1,000,000 additional buildings 
for air training center in Orange County, 
southern California; a new suburb of 
3.000 housing units for Vallejo; $1,525,- 
000 for ship fitter shops at Bremerton 
Yard; $3,000,000 additional for aeronauti- 
cal laboratory at Sunnyvale; $20,000,000 
for a 25,000-man embarkation center at 
Pittsburg on upper San Francisco Bay; 
about $1,000,000 each for ammunition 
storage at Hawthorne, Nev., and plane 
repair at Ogden, Utah, and a $9,032.205 
award for a 12,000-man camp at Fort Hua- 
chuca, Ariz. These basic amounts are re- 
flected in wholesalers’ present business 
for similar previous construction, now in 
the electrical stage, covering such typical 
orders as 5,000 ft. 3-in. conduit and heavy 
cable in proportion. A recent Navy bid 
covered 150,000 flashlights. 

Seattle has indefinitely postponed the 
bid opening for $3,500,000 housing con- 
struction and San Francisco has reiected 
bids for its $1,076,000 Bernal 201-unit 
plan. 

Pacific Northwest is buying much line 
material, such as 3.200 poles, sizes 45 
to 90 ft.. for Bonneville: a $59,182 award 
for the 50-mile. 728 wooden pole Pendle- 
ton-LaGrande line: $64,857 award for Co- 
lumbia Crossing No. 4 of the Bonneville 
transmission line at Bradford Island, and 
projected 230-kv. steel tower  transmis- 
sion lines for the Kelso-Longview, the 
Rainier-Longview and the Bonneville-Mid- 
wav sectors, the latter being 135 miles. 

Major appliance wholesalers report bet- 
ter deliveries: also that the usual pre- 
spring stock buying is manifesting itself 
with a rather surprisingly good volume. 
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Stock and Bond Prices Hold Firm 


PRICE TRENDS OF 


ELECTRIC UTILITY 


SECURITIES 


1933 1934 1935 1936 1937 1938 1939 1940 1941 Jan. toner May June 


There were only slight variations in the prices of electric light and power stocks during 


the past week. 
19.8; last year, 26.4. 


Hartford Electric Plea 
for Stay Denied by FPC 


Federal Power Commission has dis- 
missed a motion filed last November 
by the Hartford Electric Light Co., 
Hartford, Conn., asking that the com- 
mission’s order of October 21, which 
directed the company to comply within 
90 days with Order No. 42 promulgat- 
ing the Uniform System of Accounts 
and subsequent orders requiring state- 
ments as to the original cost of electric 
plant facilities, be stayed. In its peti- 
tion, the company asked rehearing on 
the October 21 order and further asked 
that the October 21 order be stayed 
pending the commission’s decision as 
to rehearing and for a reasonable time 
thereafter. 

The order of dismissal states that the 
Hartford company has not submitted 
the data in support of its motion for 
stay. 


Three Texas Utilities 
Lose Chain Store Suit 


Judgment for the state for additional 
chain store taxes totaling $166,763 has 
been awarded by the district court in 
Austin, Tex.. in the suit of Attorney- 
General Gerald Mann against three 
utility companies. The judgments were 
against Central Power & Light Co. for 
$62,738; Southwestern Gas & Electric 
Co., $42.275 and West Texas Utilities 
Co., $61.748. 

The Attorney-General’s original peti- 
tion contended that the defendants “are 
controlled and held with each other by 
majority stock ownership and are ul- 
timately controlled and directed by one 
management.” and that therefore the 
approximately 105 stores operated and 
maintained by the defendants constitute 
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“Electrical World” stock index was the same as the previous week, 
Bonds remained at 104.8; last year, 106.0 


one chain for which taxes totaling 
$264,699 are due, instead of the total 
of $97,905 paid by the three companies. 


Discontinued Products 
Listings Will Continue 


Arrangements have been made _ to 
continue listing products now approved 
by Underwriters’ Laboratories under 
re-examination service for manufactur- 
ers who wish to maintain these listings 
and expect, after the emergency, to re- 
sume production on products now dis- 
continued because of inability to ob- 
tain materials or because their manu- 
facturing facilities have been 
verted to war production items. 

Extension of listing to December 31, 
1942, is provided for by the present 
plan. Thereafter whatever arrange- 
ments for further continuance of listing 
seem will be worked out. 
Manufacturers are being advised of the 
procedure to follow to obtain contin- 
ued listings. 


con- 


necessary 


Opposes New Steam Plant 


Proposal to construct a steam-gener- 
ated electric plant in Pennsylvania’s 
anthracite fields made to Secretary 
Ickes in Washington by U.S. Repre- 
sentative Francis E. Walter of Easton, 
Pa., was termed “unnecessary and un- 
economical” by Mark S. James, secre- 
tary of the Pennsylvania Department 
of Commerce. Representative Walter 
said such a plant would provide a mar- 
ket for anthracite on the spot and 
supply needed power for war industries 
within a radius of 200 miles. “What we 
need first is some new industries,” Mr. 
James said, “and even if we got a 
great many, there still would be power 
to spare.” 
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FINANCIAL BRIEFS 


More people own shares of Consoli- 
dated Edison Co. of New York, Ine. 
now than at any time in the company’s 
history. At the close of 1941 a total 
of 135.228 holders of the preferred and 
common stocks were recorded. There 
were 30,788 holders of the $5.00 cum. 
ulative preferred stock and 104,440 
holders of the common stock. In the 
last five years, there have been in. 
creases of 31 percent in the number 
of preferred stockholders and of 15 
percent in the number of common stock. 
holders. 


SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COMMISSION 
has announced that Central New York 
Power Corp. has filed an application covy- 
ering the proposed sale of $1,000,000 of 
2; percent general mortgage bonds, due 
1965, to the Metropolitan Life Insurance 
Co. at a price of 97.90 percent. 


ONE OF THE LARGEST investment bank- 
ing groups ever organized for the under- 
writing of a public utility common. stock 
issue has been announced to distribute 
the entire outstanding common stock— 
2,695,000 shares—of the Union Electric 
Co. of Missouri. The list of members com- 
prise 141 investment firms. Public offer- 
ing of the stock will probably be made 
next week. 


ENDING THE LENGTHY DISPUTE between 
stockholder interests in International Util- 
ities Corp., a rearrangement of the board 
of directors has been announced to in- 
clude representatives of the dissident 
groups and thus pave the way for formu- 
lation of a recapitalization of the com- 
pany under the Public Utility Holding 
Company Act. 


Fluorescent Lighting 
Association Organized 


Primarily as a wartime measure to 
provide maximum illumination from 4 
minimum of materials, particularly as 
regards metals and other items subject 
to rigid priorities and restrictions, lead- 
ing manufacturers of fluorescent tubing 
and components have organized the 
Fluorescent Lighting Association with 
quarters at 509 Fifth Avenue, in New 
York City. 

The new association’s committee on 
standards has already inaugurated com- 
parative tests and studies 
standardizing the more popular fluores: 
cent colors, starting with the so-called 
3500 white. The association now has 
under way the compilation of a manual 
on cold-cathode continuous-tube illu 
mination as distinguished from the com 
monplace hot-cathode-fluorescent lamp*- 
Standard specifications are to be made 
available to property owners. archi 
tects, engineers, industrial plants and 
other potential users, as well as 
tube makers. 
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Manufacturers Issue 
Earnings Reports 


Ohio Brass Co. reports net profit for 
the year 1941. including wholly owned 
subsidiaries, at $897,673, equal to 
$2.58 each on 347.534 shares, compared 
with $720.417, or $2.07 a share for the 
vear 1940. 

. Among the other manufacturing com- 
panies recently issuing earnings re- 
ports are the following: 


Rome Casp_te—December quarter, net 
profit, $150,059. or 79 cents on 189,- 
930 shares, against $121,648, or 64 cents, 
in preceding quarter and $107,513, or 57 
cents a share, in December quarter, 1940. 
Nine months to December 31, net profit, 
$392,411, or $2.07 a share, against $268,- 
938. or $1.42 a share. for nine months to 
December 31, 1940. Earnings for nine 
months of 1941 are after reserve of $50,000 
for contingencies and $608,965 for federal 
neome and excess profits taxes, while de- 
ductions for federal taxes for preceding 
nine-month period were $159,078. Fiscal 
year ends on March 31. 

Acme SteEt—Including subsidiary, gross 
earnings $8,518,726 for the twelve months 
ended with December. an increase of $5.- 
07,158 over the preceding twelve-month 
period, according to the preliminary re- 
prt recently issued. Net profit, after pro- 
viding $1,422.199 for estimated normal 
federal income tax and surtax and $3,930,- 
\81 for estimated federal excess profits tax, 
amounted to $3,166,346. or $9.65 a share 
on 328,108 shares of $25-par capital stock. 
The net profit for 1940 totaled $2,110,432, 
or $6.43 a share. 


Expansion Rate in Plant 


New manufacturing facilities for 
wartime production in the Westinghouse 
Mansfield (Ohio} plant are being added 
ata rate which is ten times that of 
normal years. B. W. Clark, vice-presi- 
dent in charge of the company’s mer- 
chandising division. recently — stated. 
\pproximately $1.900.000 is being ex- 
pended to bring the plant into produc- 
tion on war essentials. 


Cable Award at $49,057 


Bureau of Reclamation, Denver, Colo., 
las awarded a contract to Hazard Insu- 
‘ated Wire Works. Division of Okonite 
Lo, Wilkes-Barre. Pa., at $49,057 for 
(uantity of cable for boulder canyon 
Project (Invitation F-23301-A). 


GE. Gains Stockholders 


General Electric stockholders on 

December 26. record date for the 
January 24 dividend, totaled 218,356, 
V. W. Trench. secretary of the com- 
pany has announced. This is an in- 
“Tease of 1.216 over a year ago. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Power, W. Va.—Ohio Power Co., Can- 
ton, Ohio, will begin work soon on founda- 
tions and superstructure for addition to 
steam-electric generating station at Power, 
requiring about 2,000 tons of structural 
steel, to be secured, it is understood, un- 
der priority order. Additional equipment 
will be installed for increased capacity. 
No estimate of cost announced. Work will 
be carried out over a period of months 
and will form part of 1942 expansion pro- 
gram of company. 


Carperock, Mp.—Bureau of Yards and 


Docks, Navy Department, Washington, 
D. C., receives bids (no closing date 
stated) for outdoor power substation at 


Naval Experimental Model Basin, Carde- 
rock (Specifications 10756). 


Hittspace, Muicu.—Board of Public 
Works plans expansion and improvements 
in municipal power plant, including in- 
stallation of new turbine-generator unit 
and auxiliary equipment. Cost reported 
close to $100,000. Proposed to hold special 
election soon to vote bonds in 
noted. 


amount 


Cuicaco, Iit.-Foote Brothers Gear & 
Machine Corp., 5301 South Western Ave- 
nue, manufacturer of gears and_ pinions, 
parts, ete., plans installation of motors and 
controls, transformers and accessories, duct 
lines, switchgear, fluorescent lighting sys- 
tem, power wiring, conveyors and other 
equipment in new one-story plant on ad- 
joining site. It will total about 100.000 
sq.ft. of floor space, and will be used for 
production of certain aircraft parts. Pro- 
posed to begin work at early date. Cost 
about $2,200,000, with financing in that 
amount to be provided by Defense Plant 
Corporation, Washington, D. C. 


Stromspurc, Nes.—Polk County Rural 
Public Power District, Stromsburg, plans 
extensions in transmission and_ distrib- 
uting lines in part of Polk County, totaling 
close to 20 miles. Application has been 


made for permission. Henningson Engi- 
neering Co., Standard Oil Building, 


Omaha, Neb. is consulting engineer. 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Chrysler Corp., 341 Mas- 
sachusetts Avenue, Detroit, Mich., plans 
installation of motors and controls, gener- 
ator sets, transformers and _ accessories, 
fluorescent lighting system, motor-driven 
fan units for ventilation, duct lines, sev- 
eral transformer substations with one main 
substation unit, power wiring, conveyors 
and other equipment in new plant in 
vicinity of Chicago for production of air- 
craft engines for heavy-type airplanes. 
It will comprise a series of one-story 
buildings for main production division 
and number of smaller units for miscel- 
laneous service. Work will be placed un- 
der wav soon. Cost estimated close to 
$100,000,000, with financing in that amount 
to be arranged by Defense Plant Corpora- 
tion, Washington, D. C. 


Hopoken, N. J.—Tietjen & Lang Dry 
Dock Co., Seventeenth Street and Park 
Avenue, Hoboken, a subsidiary of Todd 
Shipyards Corp., 1 Broadway, New York, 
N. Y., plans installation of motors and 
controls, switchgear, transformers and ac- 
cessories, duct lines, exterior and interior 
lighting systems, power wiring, electric 
hoists, electric cranes, conveyors and other 
equipment in connection with expansion 
in ship repair plant. Cost reported over 
$1,000,000, with financing to be provided 
by Defense Plant Corporation, Washing- 
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ton, D. G3 Albert Kahn Associated Archi- 
tects & Engineers, Inc., New Center Build- 
ing, Detroit, Mich., is architect and engi- 
neer. Company also has plans maturing 
for new power substation for service at 
yard, multi-story, indoor-type, about 40 x 
70 ft., reported to cost close to $70,000, 
with equipment. Kelly, Syska & Hennessy, 
144 East Thirty-ninth Street, New York, 
are consulting engineers for last 
work. 


noted 


Keokuk, Iowa—Keokuk Electro-Metals 
Co., Keokuk, producer of ferro-silicon and 
other metals, plans new power plant for 
service at mill, and will take bids for 
superstructure at early date. Cost reported 
over $650,000 with generators and auxil- 
iary equipment. Nemmers & Clark, Hub- 
bell Building, Des Moines, Iowa, are con- 
sulting engineers. 


_ Syracuse, Nep.—Eastern Nebraska Pub- 
lic Power District, Syracuse, plans exten- 
sions in primary and secondary lines in 
parts of Otoe County, with service facili- 
ties. Work is scheduled to begin soon. 
Cost close to $90,000. Financing has been 
arranged through federal aid. 


Tacoma, WasH.—Department of Public 
Utilities, City Hall, is arranging immediate 
call for bids for construction of proposed 
municipal hydroelectric power plants for 
expansion in present city-owned generat- 
ing stations, including two power dams 
on Nisqually River, tunnels, foundations 
and superstructures for power houses, 
surge tanks and auxiliary construction 
work: also for purchase of electric cranes, 
hoists and certain other handling equip- 
ment, gates, valves, etc. Following award 
of contract for initial construction noted, 
bids will be asked for transmission lines 
also included in project and other equip- 
ment. Entire program will cost about 
$11,000,000 and bond issue in that amount 
has been arranged. 


Littte Rock, ArK.—Arkansas Power & 
Light Co., Pine Bluff, Ark., plans new 
transmission line from connection with 
high-tension system in vicinity of Little 
Rock to Maumelle, Ark.. close to 30 miles, 
for power supply for Maumelle Ordnance 
Works of government at latter place. Sur- 
veys are being completed and work will 
be placed under way soon. 


St. JosepuH, Micu.—Auto Specialties 
Mfg. Co., manufacturer of automobile 
apparatus, plans power substation for serv- 
ice at new one-story plant, 250x500 ft., 
to be constructed on neighboring site for 
ordnance production for government. En- 
tire project will cost over $600,000. 


Offer Camouflage Paints 


Announcement has been made that 
a complete line of blackout and 
camouflage paints for both domestic and 
commercial use has been developed by 
the paint division of the Pittsburgh 
Plate Glass Co. The paints come in 
four principal colors, black, smoke 
gray, earth drab and neutral brick. By 
using the color that most nearly blends 
with the surroundings a partial camou- 
flage is effected in daytime, in addi- 
tion to the blackout protection at night. 
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Balancing Unit 


New portable dynamic balancing uni 
has been developed to reduce harmfyl 


vibration and undesirable noise in rotat. 
E Ye E G U I ad ae E N T ing machines assembled by mass produc. 





Limit Switch ten reels. For small quantities of wire, a 
five-wire reel unit can be slipped on the 
_ Additions to the line of rotating-type sagen ce : a standard winch usually 
| limit switches is one form for Class 1, 0m a utility truck. 
| Group D hazardous gas locations and an- ‘ 
Floodlight 
; Type "HQ-II'' portable dynamic balancing 
No. 3500"' floodlight; lamp sizes 750-1,500 unit; speed range from 600 to !0,000 r.p.m. 
watts. Steber Manufacturing Co., 1020 West and, with an auxiliary attachment, the range 
} Adams St., Chicago, Ill. may be extended down to 100 r.p.m. West- 
inghouse Elec. & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, 
: An addition to the company’s line of Pa. 
floodlights for outdoor service is a larger P a 5 J ‘ : 
size designed for war-time projects, having ing. The unit consists of a sensitive watt- 
a 15%-in. diameter reflector. Cadmium- meter assembly, a sine wave generator, 


plated bracket may be used for mounting a velocity type vibration pickup and neces- 
on walls, crossarms or pipes up to 2} in. sary connecting cords. 
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e 
e 
ane Insulators 
CR9441-C2"' rotating-type limit switch; ad- 
ed tc . . mini- ‘ . - . _ 
justed to operete cones Ne ceahagen got hy =r Line of 10-in. suspension insulators with Fans 
im of one-half turn of driving shaft and a ee is os . : 
maximum of 120 turns. General Electric Co., M & E strength” ratings cast on caps is ee ” ‘ rs 
e Schenectady. N. Y stasintts | Wie Ss ee . entilaire ans; 22 to 54 in. blades, 110 
i y ner Natggcerge ~ ae — = volts, 60 cycles. Yenmeeena ‘Walley Asseae 
Spee ca enable users to identify different units 117 Nintl rth. Nashvill n 
other is for applications requiring a water- 2 eine ; si ; 7 Ninth Ave., North, Nashville, Tenn. 
la ache, eRe Rel Scene which vary widely in electrical, mechanical 
oht s . } »-breé ‘ontact at eac bone . . . . 
an a "y See a ee all . l ‘d and thermal characteristics and have cer- Line of window, pedestal and attic fans 
emyelien ee -_ i. Indef eae aks tain distinguishing features but have a incorporates less critical metals because of 
or normally opened. indennite overtravel 15 ci nilarity in outside appearance. us~ of Hi-Temp Ventilite in the blade and 


said not to harm the switch mechanism. box construction. The material is said to 


be moisture repellent, has a smooth hard 
surface much like plastic. and makes the 
fan more quiet. 


Valves 


Series PV electric vaives: pressures from 
fractional pound to 1500 Ib. General Controls 
Co., 801 Allen Ave., Glendale, Calif 








Motor 


Announcement has been made of a new 
motor built to NEMA specifications, having 
a wide, solid rib—integrally cast as part of 
the frame—to form an unbroken circle of 
protection around the motor, termed “Safe- 
ty-Circle” protection. In addition, the motor 
is said to have a one-piece cast frame and 


New series of electric valves are designed 
for positive valve operation on vibrating 
machines and moving equipment, and to 
handle liquids, gases and vapors. They 
are generally of the two-wire current 
failure type. 





& 

cast end-shields, more liberal use of elec: 
Wire Winch trical materials to make the motor internally 
et estes and electrically stronger, and improved 
; / Ten-inch suspension insulators; markings, cata- wor leslen with tal lubrication 
Power-driven worm-geared unit for truck logued M & E strength ratings. Ohio Brass earing design with full-low [udrHe it 
mounting has been developed to reclaim Co., Mansfield, Ohio. and easier maintenance. Rotor is keyec 1 
copper and iron telephone wire from poles the shaft and its outer surface Is turne 

and to coil the wire for immediate use. It ® for an accurate air gap. 


has rear controls for power take-o:f and Correction 
engine clutch, an automatic drag brake and 

“Bus-bar duct” is the complete term for 
the New Equipment item of Westinghouse 
Electric & Mfg. Co. announced in ELEc- 
TRICAL Wortp, February 7, 1942, issue, 
page 102. The word “duct” was inadver- 
tently omitted in the original product 
announcement. 











BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT?— 
McGraw-Hill's Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient plac2 to look first for 














Model 102"! wire-reclaiming winch; coils ten manufacturers’ product data, names and motor: 
wires, each a mile long, at 150 ft. per min "Safety-Circle, Lo-Maintenanc= ore 
ute Gar Wood Industries, Inc., Detroit addresses. standard squirrel-cage induction Type. Allis- 
Mich. Chalmers Mfg. Co., Milwaukee, W'S: 
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